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ENG 1002C: Compcsltlon and L.lterature
Instructor: L.uclnda Berry

Offlce:SB20

Ext:6S09

Office hours: Tues/Thurs 12::S0-1::SO,

:s::so-s:oo

Course Description:

EN 1002 provides practice in writing analytical essays requiring the use of rhetorical
strategies such as explanation, comparison/ contrast and persuasion. The subject of
your essays will be various works of poetry, short fiction and drama. Some
assignments will require the incorporation of secondary sources using proper
attribution.
In addition, you must learn a variety of literary terms which apply to the structure and
content of various genres. Quizzes will be given at the beginning of most class periods.
Class time will be spent discussing assigned readings and writing short essays, either
individually or in small groups.
EN 1002 is not primarily a lecture course, so don't expect to be a passive learnet'f Yftt.r
are responsible for studying the works assigned and sharing your insights about
them. It is likely that you will have to read some works several times in order to
develop these insights. You may need to consult a dictionary, especially when we
study poetry. Please refrain from pathetic complaints about hating to read, write and
think about the literature.
Required Textbooks

Writing Essays About Literature: A Guide and Style Sheet 6th ed.
Meyer, Michael. Poetry: An Introduction 3rd ed.
Kennedy, X.J. and Dana Gioia. An Introduction to Fiction 8th ed.
Jacobus, Lee. The Bedford Introduction to Drama 4th ed.
Course Requirements & Gracie Determination:
This course requires: lots of reading, completion of three major analytical essays 5- 7
pages, researching secondary sources and incorporating material using MIA
documentation, writing a number of shorter essays, and taking a comprehensive final
exam which will include matching, short answer and essay questions.

Questions are included in many of the reading assignments. Think carefully about
answers to these before coming to class-- writing out a brief response is often a good
idea. Often these questions will be used as the basis for quizzes and discussion.
Average of quizzes, In-class Writing, Participation 20%
Poetry Expllcatlon/Analysis 20%
Short Fiction Analysis 20%
Crama analysis 20%
Flnal Exam 20%
90% = A 89-80= B 79-70%= C < 70%= NC
You must complete all major assignments and take the final exam in order to receive

credit for the course.
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Standards For Grading

Consideration will be given to both content and mechanics in grading written
assignments.
Assignments will be assessed by
- how well you answer the question or stick to the topic given
- the perceptiveness of your analysis/ discussion
- clarity of expression
- effectiveness of organization and transitions
- correct word usage, grammar, sentence structure and spelling
Your research papers will be judged by the same criteria as well as
-how well the ideas of others are integrated with your own
-the care with which sources are acknowledged
-correct use of MLA style in citing sources and preparing your manuscript
Pcllcles Affecting Clractlng

Obviously, there is no opportunity to make-up class discussion, group work or daily
quizzes. This is true even if your absence is due to illness. Consequently, your final
average for this portion of your grade will diminish if you do not attend class regularly
for any reason. While I appreciate the courtesy of a call explaining when you will be
absent, such calls are not an excuse for missed work.
If you will not be on campus the day an assignment is due because of a documented
school related activity such as participation in an athletic event, you should arrange to
hand in the assignment prior to leaving. Late papers will be marked down 10% the
first day and 2% each day thereafter. (This means calendar days, not just Tuesday and

Thursday.) Expect no leniency on this policy.
Unless previous arrangements have been made, assignments should be handed in
during your regular class time, not left in my mailbox or under my door.
PoDcy on Plagiarism
Random House Dictionary of the English Language defmes plagiarism as "the
appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author,
and representation of them as one's own original work." Plagiarism is cheating. If
evidence of plagiarism is discovered in your work, you will receive an F for the
assignment. In cases of blatant and intentional plagiarism, you will receive an F for
the course. Plagiarism cases will be reported to the appropriate administrative offices,
and will become a part of your academic record at EIU.
Dlsabllltles
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations,

please contact the Office of Disability Services at 581-6583 as soon as possible. I
cannot make such accommodations without notification from this office.

Fined Exam
The fmal exam for this course will be at

on

Course Schedule
Sometimes, especially in the section on poetry, I might ask you to read/listen
to/ examine a work in addition to those listed here. Questions about these may turn
up on the final. I suggest you take notes in class to keep track of this. I also may give
you some web addresses to look at in reference to writer's and their works, or
questions for homework. This schedule is just the basic plan, and we might get behind
or ahead on it. Due dates for assignments may be changed, but will never be made
earlier than listed here. Possible changes are all the more reason for regular
attendance, or at least for making friends with someone who can pass on vital
information that you may have missed.
Jan 13

Intro to course/discussion of poetry/diagnostic writing

Jan 15

Be ready to discuss/take a quiz on the terminology explained on
pp. 92-98 in Writing Essays... Be able to answer the Thinking on
Paper about Diction, Descriptive Language, Figurative Language
in relationship to "Catch" p. 14 and "Ars Poetica" p. 624 in Poetry

Jan 20

Be ready to discuss/take a quiz on diction. descriptive and figurative
language in "The Secretary Chant" p. 9-10, "The Fish" p. 20-2, "a woman
is not a potted plant" p. 37-8, "Mirror" p.126-7 in Poetry Be ready to
answer the questions posed in "Figuring Out Metaphors" pp. 136-7

Jan 22

Be ready to discuss/take a quiz on the terms explained on 103-6 in
Writing Essays ... "Player Piano" 172, "Blackbeny Eating" 176 in Poetry

Jan 27

Be ready to discuss/take a quiz on pp. 87-91 in Writing Essays...
Be able to answer the Thinking on Paper questions in this section
regarding "Those Winter Sundays" p. 10 and pay special attention to the
diction in this poem. Be able to discuss the structure and themes in "To
His Coy Mistress" 65-7, "To His Importunate Mistress" 246 in Poetzy.

Jan 29

Be ready to discuss/take a quiz on "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock"
pp.405-409 in Poetry.

Feb 3

DUE: Essay in response to one of the following questions: 1, 2 p. 410;
3 p. 411; 2,3 p. 412; 3 p. 415 in Poetry. Discuss explication/analysis.

Feb 5

First draft of explication/ analysis is due. Students who don't tum in
this draft will have 5 points deducted from the 20 possible points for
this assignment,

Feb 10-12

Individual conferences regarding poetry essay. Classes will not meet.

Feb 17

Feb 19

Be ready to discuss/take a quiz on the terminology explained on 33-60
in Writing Essays... Apply the questions about point of view and
character to "Everyday Use" pp. 88-95 in Fiction and be able to answer
the questions at the end of the story.
Be ready to discuss/take a quiz on "Greasy Lake" p. 128 and "A Clean,
Well-Lighted Place" p.158 in Fiction, think about setting p. 49-50 in
Writing Essays and questions at the end of the stories.

Feb 26

Be ready (you know for what) "Harrison Bergeron" 233 in Fiction,
questions about theme 44-5 Writing Essays; and at the end of the story.
"Shiloh" p. 669 in Fiction.

Mar2

"Cathedral" p. 448 in Fiction and critics on Carver pp. 488-491.

Mar4

"A Good Man is Hard to Find" p. 405 and critics on Flannery O'Connor
pp. 438-445.

Mar9

Discussion of fiction essay.

Mar 11

First draft of fiction essay due. Students who do not have this draft will
have five points deducted from the grade for this assignment.

Feb 24

SPRING BREAK!!!!! Drive safely and don't get into trouble!!
Mar23

DUE: Essay on short fiction.
Read pp. 61-82 and 324-341 in Writing Essays.

Mar25

Read at least Act I of A Doll House, pp. 659-671 in Drama. (Because
this book is much heavier than it needs to be, I suggest you photocopy
this play to bring to class.)

Mar30

Finish A Doll House pp. 659-688.

April I

Read commentaries on A Doll House pp.688-694 in Fiction.

April6

Oleanna pp. 1642-1657 in Drama. The style of this play is a little offputting, but stick with it an do the best you can to get the gist of the
story. We will focus our initial discussion on the issue of subtext.

April 8

Continue discussion of Oleanna.

April 13-15 Video of True West. I would prefer it if you watch this version of the
play before reading it.
April 20-22 True West pp. 1438-1462 in Drama.
April 27-29 TBA

DUE: Essay on drama

